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“A Beacon on the Northside” 

Homily by Bishop Felipe J. Estevez 

Dedication of St. Patrick Catholic Church, Jacksonville 

March 21, 2015 

 

Wonderful are you, oh God, in your holy place dedicated today in the Northside of Jacksonville. 

 

It is a sign of a long, patient journey of faith. Many are to be credited. You’re a witness of a 

remarkable story:  Moving a parish from its original location on Broward Road – a church built 

by parishioner volunteers and leaving behind personal, magnificent memories – and coming here 

to build a school (a pride to all!), a parish hall and church, in just two years! This achievement is 

a pride to neighbors, visitors, and the entire Diocese of St. Augustine. 

 

Kudos to your pastor, principal, deacons, religious, laity, friends, neighbors, and the entire 

community for all your generous sacrifices, your endurance, your persistence, and your 

witnessing being one mind, one soul in the midst of it all. Thank you to special benefactors of 

this great parish.  

 

All along, you have met the challenges. I invite you today to rejoice in the Lord “who is 

wonderful in this holy place” on the Jacksonville’s Northside of the First Coast. 

 

1. This building is indeed a sacred place; it belongs to the Lord. The diocese, the parish leaders, we 

are simply stewards, administrators of what is his for his glory and praise! Thank you, 

benefactors:  Your prayers, your treasure, have made it possible. 

 

2. But this building is a mirror of “the body of Christ” – the community of the faithful called by 

Ephesians, the household of God “built on the foundation of apostles and prophets with Christ 

Jesus as the capstone.” In Him, you are built together into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

 

Last Saturday, Cardinal Dolan told a story of a Protestant minister taking a taxi and asked to be 

taken to “Christ Church.” The taxi driver took him to St. Patrick Cathedral – here is where Christ 

is. He was right. Christ is found in St. Patrick’s Northside! His Word, altar, the Blessed 

Sacrament, the beauty of the saints, but above all:  the faithful, the Christian assembly, where 

two or three are gathered in His name, the Body of Christ is there! 

 

St. Patrick is known not just by a church building, but also a community of faith built on the 

foundation of apostles and prophets. 

 

3. St. Patrick is a visible church, yet St. Patrick is also the spiritual Body of Christ revealed by faith, 

hope, love of God’s people gathered, and made one body! It is also a reflection of the heavenly 

City of Jerusalem, the eternal happiness of those who celebrate the victory of the Lamb:  a 

multitude dressed in white. 

 

In the midst of malls, businesses, highways, restaurants, and banks, here stands a beacon of 

transcendence where the sounds of bells remind the neighborhood that God is our final 
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destination; that we are sojourners in the hope of a new earth and new heaven where the loving 

God is our true happiness. 

 

Each week, on the day of the Lord, each Sunday, Die Domini, the assembly will always gather to 

break bread, to listen to the Word, as St. Augustine said, “The faithful will gather in the living 

stones of the house of God which are fashioned by faith, made solidly firm by hope, and 

cemented together by charity.” (Sermon #337) 


