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THE VITALITY OF THE CHURCH stems from the
constant outpouring of the love of Christ moving us from
within, to new self-giving deeds.
The annual Eucharistic Congress is becoming a great event,
bringing people together from all deaneries (regional territories)
of the diocese for this festive celebration of the great mystery of
our Catholic faith and worship. It renews the amazement of this
awesome gift – this sacrament of faith, unity and love.
This year, we are beginning to take notice of new visible
effects as a result of the Eucharistic Congress such as, the
launching of the Eucharistic Year by St. Paul Parish in Riverside;
an increase in the practice of adoration from students in our
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Campus Ministry outreach and our four Catholic high schools;
a greater interest in time and treasure commitments throughout
our parishes and, we must take note of an increase in missionary
initiatives within the diocese.
The Eucharist is the heart of the church. It’s a gift of
renewal of the center of our being that spreads throughout
the entire body, expanding through works of justice, peace
and reconciliation in society. Our cities are in much need of
overcoming violence and hate.
A renewal of stewardship is also rooted in basic faith, hope
and love. These virtues are the instruments for a greater holiness
of life. Each year, I ask confirmation candidates to explain
how the sacrament of the Holy Spirit leads to the practice of
stewardship. Most teens answer that it’s related to the protection
of creation. They’re right, because in Genesis the first human
couple received the mission to care for both the animal world
and the environment.
Other teens understand stewardship as the generosity of
time, talent and treasure. Yet stewardship is richer than these
two dimensions. A priest in Gainesville said, “The essence of
stewardship is trusting in God for when our faith is strong, all
that we possess is seen as blessings to be shared with joy.”
As your bishop, I am always amazed by your generosity.
Most givers excel in stewardship, yet proportionally speaking,
the great givers are a tiny minority. I’ve learned that we need to
provide more education on the rich practice of stewardship so
that the church can reach its full potential and capacity.
As you read this column, the liturgical season of Lent and
Easter form our parish worship as one people of God. The
paschal mystery is the core of our life of praise. Each Sunday,
we align our lives to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
renewed forever again at the altar as a memorial participation. It’s
a weekly rhythm from Sunday to Sunday.
Easter – Feliz Pascua Florida – Florida is related to Easter
flowers. The first Europeans, who came from Spain 500 years
ago, settled in our area in April at Easter time (Pascua). They
encountered a plain land which was full of beautiful flowers in
the splendor of the sun which brought them immense joy.
To you, I wish you Happy Easter, Feliz Pascua Florida. May the
joy of the Easter Alleluia fill your hearts to the fullest.

